
  

 
Officers  

  President Victoria Fila  664-0302 

 Vice President  Dave Richardson  245-2172  

 Secretary  Bill Penrose  780-1143 

 Treasurer Mark Davidson 975-6075 

 Board of Directors  

  2023 - 2024 David Schulte  954-8554 

 2023 - 2024  Donovan Wagner  869-2050   

  2022 - 2023 Ted Rupp  743-8012 

 2022 - 2023 Mike Tucker  400-9656 

 2023  Elizabeth Boccardo  245-0923 

   

Membership Chairperson 

 Janet Keisler  333-3398    

  

Articles or news to be included in the Cutting Remarks should be emailed to your Editor,  

Wayne Klement (wayneklem@aol.com) or call him at 520-954-6298.   Submission 

deadline is the 25
th
 of each month.  Thanks! 

See us online at:  www.lapidaryclub.org 

“CUTTING REMARKS” 
The Official Publication of the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 

520-323-9154 

Please join us 

September 9, at 

9:00am for the 

monthly meeting.  There 

is an optional social hour 

that begins at 8:00am 

followed by the monthly 

business meeting. 

Visitors are always 

welcome. 

Volume 2023  Issue 9  September, 2023 
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Cutting Remarks, Volume 2023, Issue 9, September 2023.  Published monthly by the Old Pueblo  

Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712.  Telephone:  (520) 323-9154, a non-profit organization. 

THE PREZ SEZ  ……………….…. by Victoria Fila, President 

DONATIONS   

Thanks to those that have made donations to help keep this club running!  We 

welcome donations so if you have lapidary related items, please contact Dan 

Harmsen at (520) 721-8452 to arrange a pickup or drop-off.  Recent donations: 

Anonymous - Arbor, slabs, turquoise, saw, rough, 

Ted Rupp - slabs, jasper,  

Chuck Lundstrom - 3-D Printer System 

Alan Romey - geodes, thundereggs, rough 

Tom & Sandy Niederriter - sandstone fish imprints, rock picture framed 

Mark Gibson - poly arbor w/ 80 & 220 diamond wheels 

         

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Anthony Espericueta 

Becca Hunsaker 

Dante Moreno 

Brian Mullin 

Albert Price 

Lisa Wissinger 

 
Hello everyone  

Temps still seem high and a bit muggy outside.   

My surgery went well and I started to put some weight on the ankle and 
tolerated it for a short period of time. I will be in for the meeting on 
Saturday.  I will have to close the  Cab lab for classes and lab use for 9/2/23 
and 9/9/23. Will be back open for 10/7/23 and 10/14/23.  

For October's field trip still waiting on word for October. Will be coming up 
with plan B,  the date will be 10/28/23. If anyone has a great spot for a group 
field trip please send me a text to 520- 664-0302.  

Our tailgate sale is just around the corner on 9/16/23. If you are wanting to set up please contact 
John Poole @ 520-777-5588. Remember buying is open to the public so spread the word.  

Everything is running smoothly at the club so not much to report out.  

Hope to see everyone at the meeting  on 09/09/23 until then stay safe and cool.  

Victoria Fila  

OPLC President  
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JULY 9, 2023 OPLC SPEAKER – CLAIRE SCRAGG 

The Multi-faceted World of Diamonds 

 

 

 

 

 
   Claire Scragg, and diamond crystal, photos courtesy Claire Scragg;      Helen and Claire, TGMS Show 2017, courtesy HSH 

 

We are in for a special treat for our September 9, 2023, OPLC monthly meeting, with Claire 

Scragg FGA DGA GIA GG, presenting The Multi-faceted World of Diamonds. We want to 

welcome Claire into our OPLC speakers’ circuit, and hope to host her again in the future, as she 

just made Tucson her new home. 

Claire invites you to join her to explore the journey of a diamond - from its geological beginning 

deep in the earth’s mantle to its final ‘brilliant’ cut. Subject areas include rough diamonds, 

diamond grading, common diamond treatments and synthetic (lab created) diamonds.    

Claire Scragg comes with an incredible depth of knowledge. She began her journey with gems 

and jewelry in the 1990s working in a family-owned retail jewelers store in Great Britain. Over 

that time, her fascination and love of gemstones grew into a passion which brought her to full-

time study with the Gemological Association of Great Britain (Gem-A), whose headquarters are 

in London’s jewelry district of Hatton Garden. 

Claire joined Gem-A as a full-time instructor in 2004 in London. In addition to maintaining a 

busy teaching schedule, in London and at overseas conferences and seminars, Claire has 

written articles for gem and jewelry trade publications in the UK and USA.  Claire moved to the 

USA in 2017 working with Gem-A and JTV to establish the first ‘in-person’ gemological 

teaching center for Gem-A’s gemological programs here in the USA.  

Claire's passion and enthusiasm for gemstones, minerals, and gemology education have also 

taken her on gemological adventures around the world. She has travelled to the gemstone 

mines of Europe, USA, East Africa, Brazil, Madagascar, and Sri-Lanka, but her home and 

happy place is now here in Tucson working as a freelance Gemologist and volunteering as a 

Docent at the UA Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral museum. 

Please make sure you don’t miss this great speaker, Helen Serras-Herman, OPLC Program 

chair 



4 

 
Minutes of OPLC Membership Meeting 

August 12, 2023, 9:00 AM at OPLC 
 

Thanks to Chris Osterman for his presentation "Mining in Saudia Arabia". 

Thanks to Wayne Klement for supplying the social hour goodies. 

Motion to approve last month's meeting was approved. 

Treasurer Mark Davidson reported that the treasury is in good standing. 

Janet Keisler reported club has 395 members. 

Bill Cascio reported the library is open. 

Field Trips: No field trip scheduled for August and September due to the temperature.  

Victoria is working with Railey Mine for a possible trip on either 3rd or 4th Saturday in 

October.  If it materializes an announcement will be sent out.  Emery is lobbying with 

the tribal council for us to have a trip to his mine in San Carlos.  No idea when or if 

this will happen. 

Rocky Mountain Federation convention was held in Casper Wyoming.  We were 

represented by proxy. 

Payson club has a convention scheduled  Sept. 14 - 17 . 

We have a Tailgate Sale scheduled for the 3rd Saturday in September (9/16/2023).  

Members can set up tables for a donation of $10. The sale is open to the public.   

Our Silent Auction will be held on the 1st Saturday of November (11/4/2023) and is 

open to the public. 

Members voted to adjourn the meeting.  

Door prize was won by Warren Weimer. 

Raffle brought in $189. 

Meeting minutes recorded by Dave Richardson for Bill Penrose,. Secretary. 
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OPLC SPEAKERS FORECAST 2023 - 2024 

Here is the latest list for our upcoming speakers. 

September 9, 2023, Claire Scragg – The Multi-faceted world of Diamonds 

October 14, 2023, Brenda Rachel - The Crown Jewels of the Hawaiian  

Monarchy (tentative) 

November 11, 2023 Dr. Larry Fellows – Our Ice Age 

December 9, 2023 – Holiday Party, no speaker 

--------------------------------------- 

January 13, 2024, Christine & Scott Logan, Turquoise History 

March 9, 2024 ……. 

April 13, 2024 Dr. Art Friedman, Unusual Gemstones - Minerals with Unusual Chemistry 

 and/or Physical Properties, which make Faceting Difficult 

May 11, 2024……… 

June 8, 2024, Twink Monrad & planetary scientist Dr. Larry Lebofsky– The Gold Basin 

 Meteorite Adventure and Twink’s Meteorite Collection 

July 13, 2024, Mark Marikos - Diamonds 

Ad Expires 2-29--24 

Allen’s Treasure House 
Lapidary supplies, minerals, decorative objects, watch  

batteries, maps, prospecting tools, and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.allensreasure-house.com 
4313 E Grant Road (near Columbus); Tucson AZ 85712; 

(520) 326-5550; mail@allens-treasure-house.com 

Usually open: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9:45AM—5:30PM 

Saturday 9:45AM—5:00PM Closed major holidays 
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Ad Expires October 31 
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STERLING SILVER JEWELRY 

BOOKS - SLABS - ROUGH 

STONES - BEADING SUPPLIES  

 

HOURS:   

TUES -  FRI 10:30 - 4:30 

SATURDAY 10:30 - 4:00 

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY 

 

OPLC MEMBERS RECEIVE 10% 

OFF ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

EXCEPT SPECIALS.   

$10 MINIMUM PURCHASE 

 

STERLING SILVER WIRES AND 

SHEET RECEIVE THE NEXT 

PRICE BREAK Ad Expires 12-31-23 
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Ad Expires Sept 30 
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COMMITTEES 

ADVERTISING 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

BUILDINGS,  GROUNDS & EQUIPMENT   

 Wayne Klement   (520) 954-6298 

 Mike Tucker   (520) 400-9656 

 Pete Petersen   (520) 886-9021 

PROGRAMS 

 Helen Serras-Herman  (520) 761-9907 

CLASSES 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

FIELD TRIPS  (COMMITTEE) 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

HISTORIAN 

 Twink Monrad    (520) 297-9454 

JUNIOR EDUCATION 

 Teresa McCabe  520-490-7850 

RAFFLE/DOORPRIZE 

 Kim Filips   (520) 743-8070 

KITCHEN 

 General Membership 

LIBRARIAN 

 Bill Cascio  (520) 638-8144 

MEMBERSHIP   

 Janet Keisler  (520) 333-3398 

   SECURITY 

 John Poole  (520) 777-5588 

BUSINESS MEETING REFRESHMENTS 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

SILENT AUCTION 

 Dan Harmsen (520) 721-8452 

NEWSLETTER 

 Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298 

WEBSITE 

 Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 

Ad Expires 12-31-23 
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MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS 

• Allen’s Treasure House 10% off of finished jewelry (except custom made), 

decorator items, and novelties (exludes unformed minerals and specimen sets).  

5% off of all other merchandise not having its own discount schedule, including 

unformed minerals and specimen sets.  No discounts on services except per 

applicable schedule if any.  See ad in newsletter. 

• DAH Rock Shop - 10% on most items, $10 minimum purchase.    

520-323-0781  3401 Dodge Blvd, Tucson.  See ad in newsletter. 

• Kent’s Tools  -  10% discount except for net priced merchandise.    

520-461-1350 - 2745 N 1st  Avenue, Tucson 85719.  See ad in newsletter. 

• Tucson Mineral & Gem World - 10%   520-883-0682  Web address:  

www.tucsonmineral.com 2801 South Kinney Road, Tucson 

• Arizona Lapidary - Arizona Lapidary & Gem Rough - 5817 E Speedway Blvd.  

10% Discount off rough rock  520-399-6641.   

• Silver Lining Gemstones - 20-35% discount on most items.  

520-203-8430. Mike DeMeritt on his Instagram Store (IG Name: 

silverlininggemstones) 

• Starr Gems - 10% Discount on select merchandise, and 3-ounce price break for 

all silver purchases.   220 W Drachman, Tucson.  See Ad in newsletter.  

• Transformational Book Publishing - 10% discount to members on your first 

book of 200 pages or less … see the ad in the newsletter.  

1/8 of a page -  

2" H by 3 1/2" W  

$36.00 per year 

$18.00 per half year 

$3.00 per month 

1/4 of a vertical page - 

4 1/2" H by 3 1/2" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/4 of horizontal page - 

2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/2 page - 4 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$96.00 per year 

$8.00 per month 

Full page - 9 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 
$168.00 per year 
$14.00 per month 

Rate Schedule for Advertisements    - - -    Ad Sizes & Prices 
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Ad Expires October 31 
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This is the lab schedule which is current as of 8-29-23.   
Please CALL the Monitor that is running the lab to 

make sure that they have space for you. 
Cabbing 

 Monday  7am-11pm Betty Mehlhoff  (253) 208-7460 

    6pm-9pm Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050 

 Tuesday  9am-12pm 1st and 3rd Tuesday Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692  

    12pm-3PM 2nd and 4th Tuesday Liz Williams (818) 300-5262 

    1pm-3:30pm Liz Williams (818) 300- 5262 

    3:30-6pm Margarette Harris (520) 561-2315    Closed till October. 

    6pm-9pm Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 

 Wednesday  5pm-8pm Keith Haubert (520) 784- 8283 

 Thursday  7am-11pm Betty Mehloff (253) 208-7460 

    1pm-4pm Wendy Huber (206) 669-6002 

 Friday  No Labs currently scheduled. 

 Saturday  1st and 2nd Saturdays Victoria Fila (520) 664-0302 

    4th Saturday  9:00am-2pm Ron Bryan (619) 495-7967 

    Every Week   2pm-5pm Wendy Huber  ((206) 669-6002 

 Sundays  9pm-12pm Gloria Shenanaquet (520) 396-9715 

    12pm-2PM Paul Fickle (520) 883-6061 

Silversmithing 

 Monday  9pm-12pm Jane Morris  (727) 743-0883   

 Tuesday  9am-12pm John Poole (520) 777-5588 

 Wednesday  9am-12pm Bill Casico (520) 343-9927 

    6pm - 9pm Bill Penrose (520) 780-1143 - On Hiatus 

 Thursday  10am-4pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (text only) 

 Friday   10am-3pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143 

 Saturday  9am-12pm David Schulte (520) 945-8554 

 Sunday  10am-3pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143 

Faceting 

 Monday  9am-12pm Dave Richardson (520) 245 - 2172  Class & Open Lab 

 Wednesday  5:30pm-8:30pm David Schulte (520) 945-8554  Open Lab 

 Thursday  4pm-7pm  Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262  Class 

 Sunday  12:30pm-3:30pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172  Class & Open Lab 

Casting 

 Tuesday 2nd & 4th 8am-12pm Liz Williams (818) 300 - 5262 

 Tuesday 1st & 3rd 9am-12pm Liz Williams (818) 300 - 5262 

 Wednesday      4pm to 7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262 

Classes every other month, beginning every January, running 5 weeks; look for sign-up 
sheets in the meeting hall. Open lab available when NO class is running.  Call Chuck 
Lundstrom for open lab availability. 

 Thursday  9am-1pm  Mark Dragodovich  520-906-4657 

Saw Room 

 Sunday     9am-Noon  Mike Tucker  (520) 400-9658 or Betty Mehlhoff  

 Tuesday    9am-Noon  Betty Mehlhoff  (253) 208-7460   

 Wednesday  9am-Noon  Mark Gibson  520-850-0514 

 Thursday     9am-Noon  Pete Peterson  (520) 886-9021 or Betty Mehlhoff 
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Ad Expires 1/31/24 
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HELEN SERRAS-HERMAN WINS A  

2
ND

 PLACE AWARD IN JEWELRY CLASS 

I just returned from the 52
nd

 Ruidoso Art & Wine Festival, up on the mountains of 

beautiful and cool Ruidoso, New Mexico. It was my fifth time participating in this 3-day 

art show, last one was in 2019. 

I was very pleasantly surprised, honored and thrilled to receive a 2
nd

 Place Award in 

Jewelry Class, being one of 24 jewelry artists – the most populated category of the 

show. The awards are always given out during the artist’s dinner reception on Friday 

night. Three judges went around the show floor looking at everyone’s art. 

 

 

Thank you so much!! 
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MINUTES OF AUGUST 29, 2023 OPLC BOARD MEETING 

5.30 pm, W Penrose, wrp0143@comcast.net 

Present:  Victoria Fila presiding, Dave Richardson, Mark Davidson, Bill Penrose, Wayne 
Klement, John Poole, Janet Keisler, Twink Monrad, Mike Tucker, Ted Rupp, Mark Gibson, 
David Schulte, Sandra Penrose, Pete Peterson, Brian Peterson. 

Treasurer’s Report – Mark Davidson – August report will be available after August 31. Budget 
figures are confidential but can be made available to members on request. There were no major 
budget items in August. 

Membership – Janet Keisler – 398 as of this report, plus one unprocessed application.   

Field Trips –Sue and Alan Robertson are organizing a trip to the Dobell Ranch collection area 
near Holbrook on the last weekend of September. Hotel accommodations are to be arranged. A 
signup sheet will be available at the membership meeting on September 9. 

Lab Reports 

Cab Lab – Minimal report. New wheels are to be installed. 

Faceting Lab – Dave Richardson – A piped-in water supply will be installed to supply each 
machine. Estimated cost less than $500, probably within the Faceting Lab assigned budget. 

A bid is being prepared for parts for an Ultratech faceting machine.     

Silver Lab – John Poole – The most recent Tuesday class has just ended. Bill Cascio has closed 
the Thursday evening class and will be monitoring Wednesday mornings 9 to 12. 

Casting Lab – Chuck Lundstrom – No report. 

Saw Room – The saw room waste has finally been removed. A new price sheet has been 
developed to reflect the actual cost of the saw service. Also, a limit has been set on the size and 
number of cuts for a given job.   

Refreshments – Wayne Klement. 

Nominating Committee – David Schulte, chairman, Twink Monrad and Bill Penrose. 

The slate, as developed at this meeting was: 

 Executive - President: David Schulte;  

Vice President: Dave Richardson;  

Treasurer: Mark Davidson;  

Secretary: Bill Penrose. 

Board – Mike Tucker, Victoria Fila, Ted Rupp, Wayne Klement. 

New Business – A hole has been cut in the fence behind the silver shop, apparently for theft of 
electricity. The east side fence was broken during the recent storm. Biff Baker will be asked to 
bid on repairs. (David Schulte)   

Board meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm. 

mailto:wrp0143@comcast.net
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Old Pueblo Lapidary Club,   
(Cutting Remarks -  September 2023 
3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712 
(520) 323-9154 

OPLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An application form can be downloaded from the Club website at: lapidaryclub.org/join_us.shtml  

The membership fees shown below are informational purposes only and are listed on the form: 
 
Type of membership:  1st Quarter  2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter Annual Renewals 

  Single Member          $30.00      $23.00    $16.00     $11.00       $25.00 

 Couple (same address)         $40.00    $30.00    $23.00     $16.00       $30.00 

 Junior           $15.00        $  9.00    $  6.00     $  3.00       $10.00 
 

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712  

The Business Meetings are held on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each 

month except for December.  A pre-meeting social hour is at 

8:00 a.m., followed by an educational program, and ends with 

the monthly meeting.  Visitors are most welcome. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 16TH  TAILGATE SALE 

 

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club-3118 North Dale 
3rd Saturday of September from 8am to 12pm 

OPLC members only as sellers 
Items for sale MUST be related to the lapidary or metalsmithing arts 

or OPLC activities! 
PARKING FOR VENDORS in north lot from 7:30 to 8am 

The north parking lot WILL be open to monitors working that day. 
The south parking lot will be open to members and shoppers. 

Participants need to bring their own tables. 
A suggested donation of $10 per vendor is requested. 

If any questions call John Poole @520-777-5588 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

http://lapidaryclub.org/join_us.shtml

