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Articles or news to be included in the Cutting Remarks should be emailed to your Editor,  

Wayne Klement (wayneklem@aol.com) or call him at 520-954-6298.   Submission deadline is the 

25
th
 of each month.  Thanks!   

Club mailing address: Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712 

See us online at:  www.lapidaryclub.org 

“CUTTING REMARKS” 
The Official Publication of the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 

520-323-9154 

Please join us  

January 10, at 9:00am 

for the next monthly 

meeting. There is an 

optional social hour 

that begins at 8:00am 

followed by the 

monthly business 

meeting. Visitors are 

always welcome. 
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Email address:   oplc3118@yahoo.com 
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Cutting Remarks, Volume 2026, Issue 1, January 2026.  Published monthly by the Old Pueblo  

Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712.  Telephone:  (520) 323-9154, a non-profit organization. 

THE PREZ SEZ  ……………….…. by Jack McCabe, President 

Welcome to the start of a new year for OPLC.  Remember to renew 

your membership if you have not done so yet.  The labs are open 

and available with plenty of different times to come in and work on 

your projects, but you need to be a member to use them.  Our 

faceting machines have been upgraded this year along with the 

water supply to the machines.  The wheels on the cabbing polishing 

machines are also being replaced, so become a member and come 

on down to the labs. 

The TGMS show is just a little over a month away and we have a 

sign up sheet (in the kitchen area) to volunteer at our booth from Feb. 11th to 15th.  

We do half day shifts from 10-2 and 2-5 and we will reimburse your parking expenses. 

The TGMS show gives us a chance to show off the really nice jewelry and lapidary 

items that can be made at the club and entice people to join the club.  Please bring any 

items that you would like to display in our display case at the show to the club along 

with a list of what you are loaning us.  We accept any lapidary items that could be 

made at the club.  Your items will be returned to you after the show.  We need your 

items no later than Jan. 26th.  You can drop off items at the club to the following 

people at the following times: 

Dave Schulte - Saturday 9-12, Sunday 12:30-3:30, Monday 9-12, Wednesday 

5:30-8:30 

David Richardson - Sunday 12:30-3:30, Monday 9-12 

Chuck Lundstrom - Wednesday 4-7, Thursday 4-7 

Jack D’Aquisto - Friday 10-2, Sunday 10-2 

These are also the type of items that we would love to have you bring to the general 

meetings for our show and tell.  If you know of any good rockhounding locations and 

would like to share that would be great as well. 

Sadly one of our life time members Pat McMullen from Oro Valley has passed, please 

keep his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Remember that the Club does take donations of rocks and lapidary equipment to help 

keep the club operating.  We are a 501 c and your donations are tax deductible.  We 

will even come to you and pick-up the donations, all you have to do is let anyone on 

the board know. 

Hope to see you at the Club. 
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     WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Brian Gordon 
Rosalie Gordon 

Kambria Hart 
David Pihl 

Deanna Pihl 
Elenna Stafford 

January 10, 2026, OPLC speaker – Sandy Lanter Raynor 

Jewelry Styles and Trends during the Revolutionary War in 

America 1775-1783. 

Photos courtesy Sandy Lanter Raynor                       Helen and Sandy in Tucson 2025, Photo HSH 

 

We are in for another great treat for our January 10, 2026 OPLC monthly meet-

ing opening our new year 2026 with a new speaker, Sandy Lanter Raynor, who 

will present Jewelry Styles and Trends during the Revolutionary War in America 

1775-1783. Her presentation will cover some of the people of the Revolutionary 

War era, and what they owned and wore; also, the history of styles of jewelry and 

other adornment, and the gemstones and metals used in jewelry at the time. Pho-

tos in the slide show and physical examples will enhance the discussion.   
Sandy Lanter Raynor was born in Kentucky and raised on a farm, the youngest of four sisters. 

Sandy left Kentucky in 1984 upon graduation from Western Kentucky University where she 

received a commission in the Army.  She settled in Arizona after leaving active duty from Fort 

Huachuca and joined the Army Reserves in Phoenix in 1988. Sandy retired as a Colonel after 

31 years of service and was inducted into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Society in 2023. 

In her civilian career, Sandy retired in 2018 as the Chief Intelligence Officer in Arizona for the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security. That same year, Sandy completed the Graduate Gem-

ologist program at the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) in California. She currently 

works part time in the gem and jewelry industry for Somewhere In The Rainbow, a private 

gem and jewelry collection. Sandy enjoys rock-hounding, jewelry-making, and traveling in her 

free time. Sandy performs a variety of volunteer work through the Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR), primarily in support of veterans, active duty service members, and first re-

sponders. She has held volunteer positions in DAR at the local, state, and national level. 

Sandy is married to Jeff Raynor, also retired from the Army and retired from the Arizona De-

partment of Public Safety. They have 5 grandchildren from her husband’s two daughters.  

Looking forward to seeing you all, Helen Serras-Herman, OPLC Program chair 
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MINUTES OF TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2025 OPLC BOARD MEETING 

5:00 pm, W Penrose, wrp0143@comcast.net   
 

Present:  Jack McCabe presiding, Chuck Lundstrom, Bruce Noble, Bill Penrose, Wayne 
Klement, Mark Marikos, Dave Richardson, Janet Keisler, Twink Monrad, Ken Briggs, 
Wendy Huber, Ray Darragh, David Schulte.  A quorum was present. 
 
Treasurer Report – Bruce Noble – Cash position for 2025 is firmly positive. Final 2025 
figures will be available a few days into the New Year. The cash flow for November (and 
for the year) is positive. Insurance invoices are paid.  
Future events at the club can be announced  in the RMFMS Newsletter which reaches 
clubs across the Southwest.  
 
Membership – Jan Keisler –  currently 488 for 2025; 2026 signups are over 168. The 
membership form should be included in the newsletter.  
There has to be a notice that members must be in good standing before using the labs in 
2026.   
 
Lab Reports – 
Silver lab – Giac d’Acquisto (by phone message) – OK 
Saw room – Ray Darragh - OK  
Cabbing lab – Ken Briggs – OK – The discount on future purchases of wheels has been 
reduced from 40% to 28%. Jan Keisler noted that analysis of shop hours shows that mon-
itor hours exceeds member hours in the shops. Discussion but no immediate resolution.  
Faceting – Dave Richardson – The eighth machine is here but needs testing. All water 
valves have been replaced.     
Casting – Chuck Lundstrom – OK   
 
Library – no report.   
 
TGMS Show – Wendy Huber – The signup sheet for booth duty is posted in the club-
house. We will get four anonymous Dealer badges, which will be managed by Wendy. 
David Schulte has requested a 60 inch exhibit case. Exhibit items to be collected as usual 
by designated people as collection points.  
 
New Business  
The new board will be sworn in at the first 2026 general meeting January 10.  
 
A surplus 24” saw will be sold by mail auction, similar to previous items.  
 
Newsletter advertising – Twink indicated that two advertisers have dropped out but the 
remaining ones are on board for the next year.  
 
Adjourned 5:40 pm.  
 

mailto:wrp0143@comcast.net
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1/8 of a page -  

2" H by 3 1/2" W  

$36.00 per year 

$18.00 per half year 

$3.00 per month 

1/4 of a vertical page - 

4 1/2" H by 3 1/2" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/4 of horizontal page - 

2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/2 page - 4 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$96.00 per year 

$8.00 per month 

Full page - 9 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 
$168.00 per year 
$14.00 per month 

Rate Schedule for Advertisements    - - -    Ad Sizes & Prices 

OPLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

An application form can be downloaded from the Club website at: Old Pueblo Lapidary Club Join US 

The Business Meetings are held on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each 

month except for December.  A pre-meeting social hour is at 

8:00 a.m., followed by an educational program, and ends with 

the monthly meeting.  Visitors are most welcome. 

Our email address is:  oplc3118@gmail.com 

NOTICE:  INFORMATION REGARDING ITEMS FOR THE GEM SHOW DISPLAY CASE 
 
The TGMS show gives us a chance to show off all the really nice jewelry and lapidary items that can be 
made at the club and entices people to come join our merry band at the club. Please bring any items that 
you would like displayed in our display case at the show to the club along with a listing of what you are 
loaning us for the show. We will accept any lapidary items that could be made at the club. Your items will be 
returned to you after the show. This is your chance to show everyone in Tucson your lapidary skills! We 
need your items NLT January 26th. Drop off of items can be made to the following people and at the 
following times at the club: 
 
David Schulte: Saturdays 9-12, Sundays 12:30-3:30, Mondays 9-12, Wednesdays 5:30-8:30 
Dave Richardson: Sundays 12:30-3:30, Mondays 9-12 
Chuck Lundstrom: Wednesdays 4-7, Thursdays 4-7 
Jack D'Aquisto: Fridays 10-2, Sundays 10-2 

http://lapidaryclub.org/join_us.php


6 



7 

 
FOR SALE 

 
3”x8” expandable drum, (3) 8”x 1 ½” diamond metal bonded 
grinding wheels 80,100,and220 grit with very little wear. (2) 
3” diamond belts and several 3” belts come with the unit. 
Also (2) 8” right hand spin- on polishing disks. Great buy at 
$975.00 with a new unit costing $1700.00 with only (2) 1 ½” 
diamond grind wheels. 
 
Viking Hexagonal barrel tumbler with good motor on an 
aluminum frame with handle. Similar to Covington Deluxe 
tumbler $80.00. 
 
Standard gray buffer with a twin shaft motor with a filter and 
exhaust system. Presently it has a 1725 RPM motor., a 3600 
RPM motor can be substituted or purchased for an additional 
$25.00. The price of the unit is $300.00. 
 
10” homemade polishing wheel. Leather covered over 
sponge backed carpet mounted on a 1” wooden wheel, arbor 
with metal stand , belt, motor, and switch. $70.00. 
 
(2) 6” Loritone expandable drum grinder/polisher with 2 
speed heat shut- off motor. Runs at approximately 1200 
RPM. Good arbor. Drip water container with unit. Some rust. 
$75.00. 
Also, Gem ID equipment available. Call for information. 
 
Items can be seen in Green Valley - George Salwaechter - 
520-664-4129 
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OPLC Speakers Forecast 2026 

I would like to thank all of our speakers who give us some terrific and diverse 

presentations that our members have truly enjoyed. They come near and far and 

we are definitely enriched by their shared knowledge and expertise. And huge 

thanks to all of our members who come and are great audiences for our speakers.  

Here is the latest list for our upcoming speakers: 

January 10, 2026, Sandy Lanter Raynor, Jewelry Styles and Trends during 

the Revolutionary War (1775-1783) 
February 14, 2026, Bernie Emery, G. G. gemologist & lapidary, Gemstone 

Grading Introduction 
March 14, 2026, Robert Weldon, world-renowned photographer and journalist 
April 11, 2026, Jim Turner, historian, Arizona’s Famous Prospectors 
May 9, 2026, Claire Scragg, FGA gemologist, Inside the Stone: Exploring 

the fascinating world of gemstone inclusions 

June 13, 2026, Bill Gardner, The Purple Passion Mine & Fluorescent 

lights 
July 11, Dr. Jeffrey Martz, paleontologist,on fossils 
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STERLING SILVER JEWELRY 

BOOKS - SLABS - ROUGH 

STONES - BEADING SUPPLIES  

 

HOURS:   

WED -  FRI 10:30 - 4:30 

SATURDAY 10:30 - 4:00 

CLOSED SUNDAY, MONDAY & 

TUESDAY 

 

OPLC MEMBERS RECEIVE 10% 

OFF ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

EXCEPT SPECIALS.   

$10 MINIMUM PURCHASE 

 

STERLING SILVER WIRES AND 

SHEET RECEIVE THE NEXT 

PRICE BREAK 

DONATIONS   

Thanks to those that have made donations in the past to help 
keep this Club running!  We welcome donations so if you have 
lapidary related items, please call Chuck Lundstrom,  
520-241-9262 or Wayne Klement, 520-954-6298 and leave a 
message to make arrangements to have the donation picked 
up if you need help, or to drop off at the Club. 

• C. Jill Hofer donated a Mandrel and stand. 

• Dolores Mano donated numerous lapidary tools, equipment, 
and material. 
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MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS 

• Allen’s Treasure House 10% off of finished jewelry (except custom 

made), decorator items, and novelties (exludes unformed minerals and 

specimen sets).  5% off of all other merchandise not having its own 

discount schedule, including unformed minerals and specimen sets.  No 

discounts on services except per applicable schedule if any.  See ad 

below. 

• DAH Rock Shop - 10% on most items, $10 minimum purchase.    

520-323-0781  3401 Dodge Blvd, Tucson.  See ad. 

• Kent’s Tools  -  10% discount except for net priced merchandise. 520-

461-1350 - 2745 N 1st  Avenue, Tucson 85719.  See ad. 

• Raining Rocks -  NEW LOCATION - 6756 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, AZ 

85756  520-345-7957. 10% Discount for OPLC members. See ad. 
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COMMITTEES 

 

ADVERTISING 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

BUILDINGS,  GROUNDS & EQUIPMENT   

 Wayne Klement   (520) 954-6298 

 Mike Tucker   (520) 400-9656 

PROGRAMS 

 Helen Serras-Herman  (520) 761-9907 

CLASSES 

 See class signup sheets outside of each 

 lab 

FIELD TRIPS  (COMMITTEE) 

 Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050 

HISTORIAN 

 Twink Monrad    (520) 297-9454 

JUNIOR EDUCATION 

 Teresa McCabe  520-490-7850 

RAFFLE/DOORPRIZE 

 Kim Filips   (520) 743-8070 

. 

 

KITCHEN 

 General Membership 

LIBRARIAN 

 Bill Cascio  (520) 638-8144 

MEMBERSHIP   

 Janet Keisler  (520) 333-3398 

BUSINESS MEETING REFRESHMENTS 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

 Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298 

SILENT AUCTION 

 Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262 

NEWSLETTER 

 Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298 

WEBSITE 

 Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 
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Reprint from January 2019 Newsletter 
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UNITED STATES FACTERS GUILD TUCSON SYMPOSIUM 

Will be held at Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N Dale Ave. February 5, 2026 

through February 7, 2026.  There will be presentations, demonstrations, and 

workshops for anybody interested or active in faceting.  It is also a good place to find 

out about gem cutting and if it may be something you would enjoy.  The Symposium 

open to the public and is free.  It ends at 5:00PM Saturday BUT the Old Pueblo 

Lapidary Club hosts a HobNob starting at 6:00PM.   

The HobNob costs $20.00 per person at the door and includes a dinner.  It is a great 

time to socialize with all levels of gem cutters and shop for faceting rough.  A contest 

is also held for the most appealing stone that everyone votes on.  Dealers can setup 

a sale/display table for $50.00 each by reservation.  

OPLC needs volunteers to help make this a successful event. 

This is a great time to see and meet world renown gem cutters and learn about gem 

cutting. Make plans to attend some or all of the events February 5 - 7.  Come join the 

fun! 

2026 HOB NOB
Hosted by Old Pueblo Lapidary Club

3118 N Dale Ave., Tucson, AZ

February 7, 2024  6:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Meet some of the best faceting and most interesting people in the world!

Dealer tables available for faceting rough 

sales and other faceting related items.
(Dealer tables available for $50.00 each.)

Final event of the Symposium

Best natural, synthetic, and fantasy cut stone contest.  Enter 

your gem or vote for your favorites.

Mexican dinner included

Tickets available in

advance 

or at the door.

Event fee is $20.00 per person 

Contact Dave Richardson
Ph. 520-245-2172

For questions



16 

This is the lab schedule which is current as of  01-05-26.  Please CALL or TEXT (see below) the 

Monitor that is running the lab to make sure that they have space for you. 

Cabbing 

 Monday     8am-12pm   Mike Wendler  817-751-0622    Text 

       11am-3pm 1st & 2nd Mondays Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692    Text 

       2pm-5:30pm Dennis Stock  (602) 421-2707    Text 

       6pm-9pm Donovan Wagner  (520) 869-2050    Text 

 Tuesday     9am-12pm 1st and 3rd Tuesday Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692    Text 

       3:30pm-6:00pm  Margarette Harris (520) 561-2315        Text      

       6pm-9pm Brian Peterson  (520) 449-2660    Text 

 Wednesday     5pm-8pm Keith Haubert  (520) 784-8283    Text 

 Thursday     8am-11am Ken Briggs  (520) 780-0640      Text 

       10am-2pm   David Weaver   (520) 548-4414    Text 

       1pm-4pm  Brianne McNally  (520) 589-4791    Text 

 Saturday      2pm-5pm Wendy Huber  (206) 669-6002    Text 

       9am-12pm Betty Mehlhoff   (253) 208-7460    Text 

 Sundays     12pm-2PM Paul Fickle  (520) 883-6061        Call  

 

Silversmithing 

 Monday     10am-1pm Jane Morris  (727) 743-0883     

 Tuesday     9am-12pm Bill Cascio  (520) 343-9927    

 Wednesday     10am-2pm Sloane Padilla  (520) 808-8699 (Text Only)  

 Thursday     10am-4pm Sloane Padilla  (520) 808-8699 (Text Only) 

 Friday          10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto  (520) 444-4143 

 Saturday     9am-12pm David Schulte  (520) 954-8554  

 Sunday     10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto  (520) 444-4143 

  

Faceting 

 Monday     9am-12pm Dave Richardson  (520) 245-2172  Class & Open Lab 

 Wednesday     5:30pm-8:30pm David Schulte  (520) 954-8554  Open Lab         

 Thursday     4pm-7pm  Chuck Lundstrom  (520) 241-9262  Class                   

 Sunday     12:30pm-3:30pm Dave Richardson  (520) 245-2172  Class & Open Lab 

 

Casting      Upcoming winter/Spring Casting classes sign up outside the Casting   

           Department clip board outside the lab door.  Chuck will teach Lost Wax  

       Casting classes every other month starting in January in addition Both  

       Steve and Mark will teach 3D casting in February & April. 

 Monday     9am-12pm 3rd and 4th Monday of the month Trevor Mock (520) 461-5902 

       Noon-3pm 1st Monday of the Month Investing  Liz Williams (818) 300-5262   

       Noon-3pm 2nd Monday of the month Burn Out  Liz Williams (818) 300-5262 

 Tuesday     9am-12pm  Steve Weeks, (978) 807-0075 

Wednesday      4pm-7pm  Chuck Lundstrom  (520) 241-9262   

Thursday     9am-12pm  Mark Dragoslovich  (520) 906-4657 

Friday          1pm-4pm 1st, 2nd & 3rd Fridays Travis Austin  (540) 420-3866           

Sunday     1pm-4pm 3rd Sundays Travis Austin  (540) 420-3866 

 

Saw Room 

 Monday     7am-11am  Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648   

 Wednesday     7am-11am  Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648 

 Sunday     8am-11am  Betty Mehlhoff  (253) 208-7460   
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