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THE PREZSEZ ..................... by Jack McCabe, President

2026 1s here and with it many opportunities for
members to participate. By the time you receive this
newsletter the US Faceters Guild Symposium will be in
progress with OPLC hosting its annual HobNob
Saturday, February 7th at 6:00PM. The door fee 1s $20
and includes a Mexican dinner. Anyone is welcome.
The Tucson Gem Shows are in town with the TGMS
show February 12 thru February 15, then the Pima County Fair April 16
thru April 26. We always need volunteers and display items for these
events. Please contact Wendy Huber or me for more information. They
can be a lot of fun with opportunities to meet people of like interests and
learn from others. No experience necessary, just a good attitude! Also,
the Board is working on increasing field trips with a Field Trip
Committee being formed. My goal for this year is to have more members
use our lab facilities. We are a very unique club with the number and
quality of labs offered.

I want to thank Jack McCabe for his work as President for 2025. It was
very challenging with him also needing to act as Treasurer for several
months and his working to set up several field trips.

Let all of us get more active and participate in the many functions we
have to make 2026 a great year for OPLC and the members!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Rocio Castro Jordon Fisher Anita Schulz
Arriaga David Jones Jason Schulz

Bill Clark William May Benjamin Sterner
Judy Dunham Stephanie Rudd Charles Taner
Margaret Elandt Alison Sandler Denise Taner
Amy Fuhr-Dechant Brad Schultz
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February 14, 2026, OPLC speaker — Bernie Emery, G.G.

Gemstone Grading Introduction

We are in for another great treat for our February 14, 2026 OPLC monthly
meeting with a new speaker, Bernie Emery, coming all the way from
Maryland, who will present Gemstone Grading Introduction. Bernie
Emery i1s a Graduate Gemologist, G.G. certified by the GIA, and will be
sharing his knowledge on how to evaluate our gemstones. He uses that
knowledge to understand the nature of gemstones he facets, cabs or carves.

Bernie shared, “we will take an adventure through the 4C’s of colored
gemstones — Color, Cut, Clarity and Carat Weight.” He will explain the
use of different grading systems and tools needed to establish values for
colored gemstones.

Bernie has enjoyed our hobby for the past 50 years. He 1is a member of the
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society,
and the Baltimore Mineral Society. He has organized and been Show
Chairman for their annual gem shows for the past 35 years! He is also a
popular instructor at the annual EFMLS Wildacres Workshop in North
Carolina, where he has taught basic and intermediate cabbing for 15 years
and is currently the faceting instructor. In 2018, Bernie was inducted into
the Lapidary Hall of Fame for Excellence in Education.

It is Bernie Emery’s first time ever to Tucson for the gem shows. He will
also be attending the Facetors Symposium here at OPLC.

Please make sure not to miss this very special presentation.

Looking forward to seeing you all, Helen Serras-Herman, OPLC Program
Chair




Minutes of OPLC Membership Meeting
January 10, 2026, at 9:00 am at OPLC
William Penrose, Secretary, wrp0143@comcast.net

The presentation was given by Sandy Lanter Raynor. “Jewelry Styles and Trends of the American
Revolution”, displaying styles through history, determined by available metals and gems and social
forces.

Announcements —
Thank you to Wayne Klement for bringing the donuts today.
New members and visitors were introduced.

Treasurer Report — Bruce Noble — 2025 Ended with the club in a strong financial position. Last minute
large purchases included new wheels for the cab lab, some of which have been worn out prematurely.

Membership Report — Janet Keisler — the club now ended 2025 with 488 members in good
standing. So far, 183 members have renewed plus many more received today.

New Officers and Board — The elected board was sworn in according to the Bylaws. The new and
re-elected officers are: Dave Richardson, president; Chuck Lundstrom, vice president; Bruce Noble,
treasurer; Bill Penrose, secretary. Board members are Mark Marikos; Mark Dragoslovich; Wendy Huber;
Ray Darragh; and Ken Briggs.

Library Report — Bill Cascio — A few members have moved away or left the club without returning
borrowed books.

Field Trips — Mo Garrett — suggested establishing a committee to coordinate field trips. Rod Trevino
offered to join such a committee. Mo Garrett is planning a field trip to the Yuma area for late March or
early April.

TGMS — Wendy Huber — outlined preparations for the Gem Show and contributions to the display case —
items for display should be turned over to Chuck Lundstrom, Dave Richardson, or Giac d’Acquisto.

Show and Tell — Brianne McNally showed a beautiful, complex necklace in the form of a silver bird
incorporating silver coins and adorned with imperial topaz and tourmaline.

Allison had a slab of agate with crystals, likely of calcite, coating the interior of holes in the agate.
Hob-Nob and Faceters’ Guild — Dave Richardson — These will be held the weekend before the Gem
Show. The Faceters’ Guild will meet February 5, 6, and 7, and the Hob Nob will be held on February 7 at
6 pm, featuring a Mexican dinner.

Labs — John Poole reminded monitors to check membership status before letting people work in the
labs, for insurance reasons.

Other Shows — The Desert Museum will be having its ‘Rocking Rocks’ sale of excess material on
Thursday, January 15, as well as the 16-18. A ticket to the Museum is also a ticket to the sale.

Miscellaneous — A 24” inch saw is to be sold by the club by email auction. Reserve bid is $400.
Door Prize — A trio of fluorescent stones was won by Jack McCabe.

Adjourned 10.45 am
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OPLC SPEAKERS FORECAST 2026

I would like to thank all of our speakers who give us some terrific and
diverse presentations that our members have truly enjoyed. They come
near and far and we are definitely enriched by their shared knowledge
and expertise. And huge thanks to all of our members who come and are
great audiences for our speakers.

Here 1s the latest list for our upcoming speakers:

- February 14, 2026, Bernie Emery, G. G. gemologist & lapidary, Gemstone
Grading Introduction

- March 14, 2026, Robert Weldon, world-renowned photographer and journalist

- April 11, 2026, Claire Scragg, FGA gemologist, Inside the Stone: Exploring
the fascinating world of gemstone inclusions

- May 9, 2026, Jim Turner, historian, Arizona’s Famous Prospectors

- June 13, 2026, Bill Gardner, The Purple Passion Mine & Fluorescent lights

- July 11, Dr. Jeffrey Martz, paleontologist, on fossils

ThatJewelryLady.com aka
www.TowedStudio.com
TowedStudio@gmail.com

Handcrafted Artisan and Fine Jewelry

Engaging and Patient Metalsmith Classes
b ! Gold and Silver Jewelry Repairs
W7 Permanent Jewelry Parties

Reach out for Private or Group Classes, Custom Orders (like setting “that” awesome stone you found or cut),
Jewelry Repairs, Sentimental Jewelry Makeovers, Girls Night, Permanent Jewelry Parties, Cabbing, Casting,
CAD, 3D Printing, Discrete Jeweler Assist and more!!




NOTICE: INFORMATION REGARDING ITEMS FOR THE GEM SHOW DISPLAY CASE

# The TGMS show gives us a chance to show off all the really nice jewelry and lapidary items that can be

# made at the club and entices people to come join our merry band at the club. Please bring any items that
d you would like displayed in our display case at the show to the club along with a listing of what you are ¥
# loaning us for the show. We will accept any lapidary items that could be made at the club. Your items will be
# returned to you after the show. This is your chance to show everyone in Tucson your lapidary skills! We >
# need your items NLT February 10th. Drop off of items can be made to the following people and at the

g following times at the club:

# David Schulte: Saturdays 9-12, Sundays 12:30-3:30, Mondays 9-12, Wednesdays 5:30-8:30
4 Dave Richardson: Sundays 12:30-3:30, Mondays 9-12

H Chuck Lundstrom: Wednesdays 4-7, Thursdays 4-7

# Jack D'Aquisto: Fridays 10-2, Sundays 10-2

OPLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
An application form can be downloaded from the Club website at: Old Pueblo Lapidary Club Join US

MEMBERSHIP RAJTaEnS ITJCJE NE%IME‘E{:BERS MEMBERS RENEWING || Note: Renewal fees will
_ - - $30.00 apply for members
SIHQ'E $35.00 $20.00 $45.00 returning to rejoin
Couple $50.00 $35.00 $10.00 regardless of the time of
Juniors $15.00 $10.00 ' year.

Make check out to OPLC and mailto:  Qld Pueblo Lapidary Club
Attn: Membership Chairperson
3118 N. Dale Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85712

Fort Lowell
S The Business Meetings are held on the 2™ Saturday of each
. Ar month except for December. A pre-meeting social hour is at
Fraedrich 3118 N Dale 8:00 a.m., followed by an educational program, and ends with
Blacklidge the monthly meeting. Visitors are most welcome.
Grant = Sismon Our email address is: oplc3118@gmail.com

Rate Schedule for Advertisements - - -

Ad Sizes & Prices

1/8 of a page -
2"Hby31/2"W
$36.00 per year
$18.00 per half year
$3.00 per month

1/4 of a vertical page -
41/2"Hby 3 1/2"W
$48.00 per year
$24.00 per half year
$4.00 per month

1/4 of horizontal page -
2"Hby 7 1/4"W
$48.00 per year
$24.00 per half year
$4.00 per month

1/2 page-41/2"Hby 7 1/4" W
$96.00 per year
$8.00 per month

Full page - 9 1/2" Hby 7 1/4" W
$168.00 per year
$14.00 per month



http://lapidaryclub.org/join_us.php
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2026 GEM SHOW ‘# OPEN DAILY
January 30 - February 17,2026 10am- 5pm

RAINING
GIXIIIENED

ROCKS

v/
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Please visit us at'our NEW location!
. Tucson's historic

KINO ROCKS & MINERALS
rock shop!

METEORITES « FOSSILS « JEWELRY
IMPACTITES / MOLDAVITE « SLABS « MINERALS
ROUGH « CABS « LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT « WHOLESALE

ALSO OPEN 6756 S Nogales Hwy
YEAR-ROUND Tucson, AZ 85756
(by appointment (520) 345-7957

the rest of the year RainingRocks@hotmail.com
while we remodel) ItsRainingRocks.com




MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS

Allen’s Treasure House 10% off of finished jewelry (except custom
made), decorator items, and novelties (excludes unformed minerals and
specimen sets). 5% off of all other merchandise not having its own
discount schedule, including unformed minerals and specimen sets. No
discounts on services except per applicable schedule if any. See ad
below.

DAH Rock Shop - 10% on most items, $10 minimum purchase.
520-323-0781 3401 Dodge Blvd, Tucson. See ad.

Kent’s Tools - 10% discount except for net priced merchandise. 520-
461-1350 - 2745 N 1st Avenue, Tucson 85719. See ad.

Raining Rocks - NEW LOCATION - 6756 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, AZ
85756 520-345-7957. 10% Discount for OPLC members. See ad.

Allen’s Treasure House
Lapidary supplies, minerals, decorative objects, watch
batteries, maps, prospecting tools, and more.

www. allens-treasure-house.com
4313 E Grant rRoad (near Columbus); Tucson AZ 85712;
(520) 326-5550; agate @allens-treasure-house.com
Usually open: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9:45AM—5:30PM
Saturday 9:45AM—5:00PM Closed major holidays
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Supporting Tucson's fast growing communily

of laceting enthusiasts. FFaceters Paradise is
vour supply destination featuring the full line
of Ultra Tece Faceting Maching
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STERLING SILVER JEWELRY
* Crystals BOOKS - SLABS - ROUGH

* Fossil STONES - BEADING SUPPLIES
* Minerals

* Meteorites | HOURS:

* Faceted Stones RN WED - FRI 10:30 - 4:30

* Cabochons N date) SATURDAY 10:30 - 4:00

CLOSED SUNDAY, MONDAY &
TUESDAY

pirore. LA % Al Beads Piced

¢ Tumbled Stones " by Resident Graduate
Sikvgsccpherss Gemoogi OPLC MEMBERS RECEIVE 10%
OFF ON ALL MERCHANDISE
Huge Sl of EXCEPT SPECIALS.
Srng S Findings $10 MINIMUM PURCHASE

STERLING SILVER WIRES AND
SHEET RECEIVE THE NEXT
PRICE BREAK

3401 N. Dodge, 3 blocks N. of Ft. Lowell (520) 323-0781

DONATIONS

Thanks to those that have made donations in the past to help keep this Club running! We
welcome donations so if you have lapidary related items, please call Chuck Lundstrom,
520-241-9262 or Wayne Klement, 520-954-6298 and leave a message to make
arrangements to have the donation picked up if you need help, or to drop off at the Club.

e Deborah Chelson, in remembrance of former longtime member, Suzane Lakavage,
some of the donated items - 4 totes of miscellaneous tools and bench supplies, metal
shear, 2 station buffer, rolling mill, large sanding station, new Fordem flex shaft tool,
files, hammers, sand paper, ring sizers, sterling silver wire, silver sheet, semi precious

stones and an acetylene tank, hose and miscellaneous tips.

Dave Richardson, vacuum investment caster, 3 x rock tumbler, scale, wax injector,
sample trays and faceting laps.

Suzanne Morrison, bag of miscellaneous slabs, 1 bag of Amazonite, 2 bags of petrified
wood,1 bag of fluorite, 3 pieces of Rhodonite, Brazil Agate, one bag of Blue
Chalcedony, 1 bag of Spencer Opal, 2 Burma Rubies, 1 bag of Dino bone, 1 bag of Fire
Jelly Opal, 2 bags of Bytownite, 1 bag of beads, 2 bag of meteorites, 1 bag of Larimar, 2
bags of Turquoise, 1 bag of amber, 1 bag of Peridot, and one bag of Sunstone.




FOR SALE

3’x8” expandable drum, (3) 8’x 1 2” diamond metal bonded
grinding wheels 80,100,and220 grit with very little wear. (2) 3"
diamond belts and several 3" belts come with the unit. Also (2)
8” right hand spin- on polishing disks. Great buy at $975.00 with
a new unit costing $1700.00 with only (2) 1 2" diamond grind
wheels.

Viking Hexagonal barrel tumbler with good motor on an
aluminum frame with handle. Similar to Covington Deluxe
tumbler $80.00.

Standard gray buffer with a twin shaft motor with a filter and
exhaust system. Presently it has a 1725 RPM motor., a 3600
RPM motor can be substituted or purchased for an additional
$25.00. The price of the unit is $300.00.

10" homemade polishing wheel. Leather covered over sponge
backed carpet mounted on a 1” wooden wheel, arbor with metal
stand , belt, motor, and switch. $70.00.

(2) 6” Loritone expandable drum grinder/polisher with 2 speed
heat shut- off motor. Runs at approximately 1200 RPM. Good
arbor. Drip water container with unit. Some rust. $75.00.

Also, Gem ID equipment available. Call for information.

ltems can be seen in Green Valley - George Salwaechter -
520-664-4129
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, - Jewelry
' Lapldary Tools
and Supplies
Acacia Jewelry
Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 5pm
www.kentstools.com @kentstools78

520.461.1350 2745 N. 1st Ave. Tucson,AZ 85719
I COMMITTEES I

— OPLC Members
10% Discount

on most items!

Masks Required - provided free inside

ADVERTISING
Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS & EQUIPMENT
Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298

Mike Tucker (520) 400-9656
PROGRAMS

Helen Serras-Herman (520) 761-9907
CLASSES

See class signup sheets outside of each
lab

FIELD TRIPS (COMMITTEE)
Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050

HISTORIAN

Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454
JUNIOR EDUCATION

Teresa McCabe 520-490-7850
RAFFLE/DOORPRIZE

Kim Filips (520) 743-8070

KITCHEN

General Membership

LIBRARIAN

Bill Cascio (520) 638-8144
MEMBERSHIP

Janet Keisler (520) 333-3398
BUSINESS MEETING REFRESHMENTS

Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454
Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298
SILENT AUCTION

Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262
NEWSLETTER

Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298
WEBSITE

Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660
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UNITED STATES FACTERS GUILD TUCSON SYMPOSIUM

Will be held at Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N Dale Ave. February 5, 2026
through February 7, 2026. There will be presentations, demonstrations, and
workshops for anybody interested or active in faceting. It is also a good place to find
out about gem cutting and if it may be something you would enjoy. The Symposium
open to the public and is free. It ends at 5:00PM Saturday BUT the OIld Pueblo
Lapidary Club hosts a HobNob starting at 6:00PM.

The HobNob costs $20.00 per person at the door and includes a dinner. It is a great
time to socialize with all levels of gem cutters and shop for faceting rough. A contest
is also held for the most appealing stone that everyone votes on. Dealers can setup
a sale/display table for $50.00 each by reservation.

OPLC needs volunteers to help make this a successful event.

This is a great time to see and meet world renown gem cutters and learn about gem
cutting. Make plans to attend some or all of the events February 5 - 7. Come join the
fun!

. 2026 HOB NOB e

[ A 4—-:“—7‘.} e -l.:_ =
R Hosted by Old Pueblo Lapidary Club R
3118 N Dale Ave., Tucson, AZ

February 7, 2024 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Meet some of the best faceting and most interesting people in the world!

Dealer tables available for faceting rough

sales and other faceting related items.
(Dealer tables available for $50.00 each.)

Best natural, synthetic, and fantasy cut stone contest. Enter
your gem or vote for your favorites.

Event fee is $20.00 per person

P Mexican dinner included
| -3'\;:"2-‘?9@;{?~§
N * N *\ﬁ‘ % Qi: )
€« e %.& o Tickets available in
R . g Contact Dave Richardson advance
= Ph. 520-245-2172 or at the door.

. . For questions
Final event of the Symposium
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Minutes of OPLC Board Meeting
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 5:00 pm
W Penrose, wrp0143(@comecast.net

Present: Dave Richardson presiding, Chuck Lundstrom, Bruce Noble, Bill Penrose, Wayne Klement, Mark
Marikos, Mark Dragoslovich, Janet Keisler, Ken Briggs, Wendy Huber, Giac D’ Aquisto, Mo Garrett. A
quorum was present.

Treasurer Report — Bruce Noble — Specific numbers cannot be published here but are available to members
on request. OPLC begins 2026 with substantial assets. January cash flow was positive.

A threefold increase in the past two water bills indicates a possible leak or loss by other means. The Tucson
water utility will be contacted to determine the best course of action.

Membership — Jan Keisler — currently 265 for 2026 with more renewals and new memberships still to be
processed.

Lab Reports —

Cabbing lab — Ken Briggs — A general overhaul of all machines is nearly completed.

Silver lab — Giac d’Acquisto — New work lights have been installed.

Saw room — Ray Darragh (report by email) — All machines are in good working order.

Casting — Chuck Lundstrom — January casting class finishes Feb 4. A new class begins.

Faceting — Dave Richardson — Faceters Guild meets this week, followed by the Hob Nob on Saturday
evening.

Silent Auction — Donations are exceeding the ability to sort them so far. The separate saw auction will be
concluded Thursday morning.

Field Trips — The Field Trip Committee consists of Mo Garrett, Rod Trevino, and Mark Dragoslovich.
Discussions revolved around the Rowley Mine and the Yuma-Quartzsite area. The available weekends are the
first and fourth weekends of March. The Committee will research the two proposed trips in the meantime.

Website — The site has not been updated due to failure in the server. There was discussion over providing a
computer to replace the present one, since the website has been provided free for years. MOTION: To
purchase a computer to replace the defective one owned by the website manager. PASSED

TGMS Show — Wendy Huber — Preparations for the TGMS show are on track. Display items have been
collected, some to conform to the Red, White, Blue theme of the show. Setup will be carried out by Wendy
Huber, Dave Richardson, and Ken Briggs. There is a new display board to replace the decades-old one.

County Fair — We will be participating in this year’s County Fair. Participation lists are posted in the
clubhouse.

New Business
The member who has been tumbling rocks for our shows has indicated that this year will be the last. We will
have to find an alternate source, perhaps within the club.

The wire-wrap workshop was a success. Workshops on chain-making and silver ball work are scheduled. Mo
Garrett suggested a class in mineral identification.

Adjourned 6:15 pm.
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This is the lab schedule which is current as of 01-31-26. Please CALL or TEXT (see below) the
Monitor that is running the lab to make sure that they have space for you.

Cabbing
Monday 8am-12pm Mike Wendler 817-751-0622 Text
11am-3pm 1st & 2nd Mondays Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692 Text
2pm-5:30pm Dennis Stock (602) 421-2707 Text
6pm-9pm Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050 Text
Tuesday 9am-12pm 1st and 3rd Tuesday Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692 Text
3:30pm-6:00pm Margarette Harris (520) 561-2315 Text
6pm-9pm Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 Text
Wednesday 5pm-8pm Keith Haubert (520) 784-8283 Text
Thursday 8am-11am Ken Briggs (520) 780-0640 Text
10am-2pm David Weaver (520) 548-4414 0O Text
1pm-4pm Brianne McNally (520) 589-4791 Text
Saturday 2pm-5pm Wendy Huber (206) 669-6002 Text
Sundays 12pm-2PM Paul Fickle (520) 883-6061 Call
8am-11am Betty Mehlhoff (253) 208-7460 Text
Silversmithing
Monday 10am-1pm Jane Morris (727) 743-0883
Tuesday 9am-12pm Bill Cascio (520) 343-9927

Wednesday 10am-2pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (Text Only)
5:30pm-8:30pm Stephanie Mendibles (520) 460-2101
Thursday 10am-4pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (Text Only)

Friday 10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143
Saturday 9am-12pm David Schulte (520) 954-8554
Sunday 10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143
Faceting
Monday 9am-12pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172 Class & Open Lab

Wednesday 5:30pm-8:30pm David Schulte (520) 954-8554 Open Lab
Thursday 4pm-7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262 Class
Sunday 12:30pm-3:30pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172 Class & Open Lab

Casting Upcoming winter/Spring Casting classes sign up outside the Casting

Department clip board outside the lab door. Chuck will teach Lost Wax
Casting classes every other month starting in January in addition Both
Steve and Mark will teach 3D casting in February & April.

Monday 9am-12pm 3rd and 4th Monday of the month Trevor Mock (520) 461-5902
Noon-3pm 1st Monday of the Month Investing Liz Williams (818) 300-5262
Noon-3pm 2nd Monday of the month Burn Out Liz Williams (818) 300-5262

Tuesday 9am-12pm Steve Weeks, (978) 807-0075

Wednesday 4pm-7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262

Thursday 9am-12pm Mark Dragoslovich (520) 906-4657

Friday 1pm-4pm 1st, 2nd & 3rd Fridays Travis Austin (540) 420-3866
Sunday 1pm-4pm 3rd Sundays Travis Austin (540) 420-3866

Saw Room
Monday 7am-11am Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648

Wednesday 7am-11am Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648
Sunday 8am-11am Betty Mehlhoff (253) 208-7460
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