
  

 
Officers  

  President - John Poole  777-5588 

  Vice President -  Mike DeMeritt  203-8430 

  Secretary -  Twink Monrad  297-9454  

  Treasurer - Mark Gibson  297-4412 

 Board of Directors  

  2015 - 2015 Bob Powell   762-1089 

 2015 - 2016 Janelle Cortright  761-1924 

  2015 - 2016 Skip Barkley 546-1651 

  2014 - 2015 Diana Hara  572-0339 

 2014 - 2015 Dennis Murphy  490-9188  

  2015 - 2015 Pete Peterson  886-9021 (Advisor) 

Membership Chairperson 

 Wayne Klement   954-6298 

  

Articles or news to be included in the Cutting Remarks should be emailed to your Editor,  

Mike DeMeritt (silverlininggemstones@gmail.com), or feel free to call him at 520-203-

8430. Submission deadline is the 20th of each month.  Thanks! 

Please join us May 9th at 

9:00am  for the monthly 

meeting. There is an 

optional social hour that 

begins at 8:00am followed 

by an educational program 

at 9:00am, followed by the 

monthly meeting.  Visitors 

are always welcome. 

See us online at:  www.lapidaryclub.org 
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ñCUTTING REMARKSò 
The Official Publication of the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 

520-323-9154 
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Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712.  Telephone:  (520) 323-9154, a non-profit organization. 

Hi folks! 

May is here and itôs warming up. By the 
time you read this the County Fair will be 
behind us. I had a great time at our booth 
talking to kids, young and old. Charlie 
Reeceôs sphere machine sure gets their 
attention! Itôs amazing how many people will 
stand there and watch that rock roll, twist, 
and turn - Thanks Charlie! 

A big Thank-You to Bob Powell and 
Dennis Murphy for co-chairing this event. 
And another Thank-You to all who helped: 
set-up and tear-down, manning the booth, 

and bringing your handcrafted 
works of art to be displayed. 

Iôll see you at the meeting, 
May 9th, for coffee and treats. 
Donôt forget the raffle. Iôm sure Dennis and 
Phil will have some great items on the table. 
Wear your OPLC name badge and get a 
free raffle ticket with purchase. Thanks you 
for supporting your Club! 

 

-John 

THE PREZ SEZ  éééééé.é. by John Poole 

Front Cover Pictures: Outstanding faceted Emeralds, Mayôs beautiful birthstone. Extra-fine gem-

quality Chrysoprase masquerading as the finest jade gets a big ñthumbs up!ò from this editor! 

New Member Andrea  Laverty had ñsome successò 

With her second field trip ever at Steven Joeyôs 

Peridot mine in San Carlos, Arizona. 

Great job, Andrea! 
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OPLC MONTHLY MEETING            April 

11, 2015 

President John Poole brought the meeting 

to order after thanking our guest speaker 

Linda Rushton, President, Santa Cruz 

Nature and Heritage, Inc. who told us about 

the upcoming festival held yearly in April in 

the Nogales, Arizona area.  She brought 

plenty of interesting photos of the activities 

and scenery in the area.  

Membership: We have over 400 members. 

One new member was introduced and we 

had over 90 attending the meeting.   Many 

had to park on the street.  

Minutes of March meeting: After one 

correction changing the date May 1 to May 

2nd, the minutes were approved as printed 

in the April Cutting Remarks.  John Poole 

thanked Mike DeMeritt for producing 

another great newsletter.  

Treasurerõs report:  Mark Gibson reported 

that we have used 14% of our budget as of 

April and his report will be filed for audit.  

John Poole took the donated aluminum cans 

and made more money for the Club.  

PIMA COUNTY FAIR OPLC BOOTH:   Bob 

Powell has done a great job signing up 

volunteers for our booth and still would like 

members to donate lapidary items or 

jewelry they have made to display in the 

locked glass cabinets during the Fair.  

Charlie Reece III will again have his sphere 

making machine operating during the Fair, 

this is always an attraction for both 

children and adults.  

FIELD TRIP REPORTS:  Skip Barkley 

reported that the trip to Pearce, AZ for 

banded agate and amethyst 

was successful and fun for 

those who attended, 10 

vehicles were in the caravan.  Wolfgang 

Mueller said that his trip to Mission Mine 

was good and he brought some samples he 

gathered to add to the raffle table.  Melinda 

Thompson led a nice trip for peridot and 

related that one of our new members on one 

of her first field trips found some incredible 

pieces of peridot which she had gathered on 

the surface.  The May 2 nd and 3rd  petrified 

wood and sandstone hunting trip to Taylor, 

AZ area is still on and Janelle Cortright will 

be leading that outing.  

Comments on our hobbies related to OPLC: 

One member reminded us that sometimes 

prices that may be quoted for different 

minerals may be exaggerated and that we 

should remember that we are in this hobby 

for enjoyment.  Another member, Elwyn 

Wooster, then told us that after losing a job 

many years ago, he decided to open a rock 

shop in Maine and has made a nice living 

there doing what he loves.   Elwyn also had 

some news for us. He announced that he 

and Carol will be leaving the Club as they 

will no longer be traveling out to Arizona 

for part of the year as they have been doing -

although he told us that he might make a 

sudden trip to our Silent Auction!   

The door prize was won by Jonathan 

Zeigler.  

There being no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 10:30 followed by 

the raffle drawings.  

Twink Monrad, Secretary  

PRIOR MONTHôS  MEETING MINUTES... Twink Monrad,  Secretary 
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MAY 2015 PRESENTATION  

 

Carson Richardson, Geologist with UAõs Geosciences Department 

òA Geologic Adventure in Time and Space: What Arizonaõs Rocks Tell Us About 

the Pastó 

  

 We are in for another unique treat for our May 9, 2015 OPLC monthly meeting. 

Our speaker will be Carson Richardson, a geologist and outreach coordinator 

with UAõs Geosciences Department. His presentation will be òA Geologic Adven-

ture in Time and Space: What Arizonaõs Rocks Tell Us About the Pastó. 

Carson Richardson, the third child to a carpenter and a dentist, was born in Indi-

anapolis, Indiana, and was raised near Peru, Indiana. Carson earned his B.S. in 

Geology and Anthropology from Ball State University in 2012 during which he 

spent a year abroad in the UK at Plymouth University.  

 He moved to Tucson in August 2012 to attend graduate school at the University 

of Arizona, where he earned his M.S. in Geosciences in May 2014. Carsonõs MS 

project was focused on understanding the 3D faulting history associated with the 

Ann -Mason and Blue Hill deposits in the Yerington mining district, western Ne-

vada. He continues graduate studies at the University of Arizona where he teach-

es laboratory classes in structural geology and volcanology and is finishing up the 

first year of his Ph.D., studying the regional structural geology and its association 

with ore deposits in northern Nevada along the I -80 corridor.  

   

 Carson is a member of the Arizona Geological Society, Society of Economic Geolo-

gists, and Geological Society of Nevada. He has served as Treasurer of the Uni-

versity of Arizona Society of Economic Geologists Student Chapter since Septem-

ber 2013 and the Outreach Coordinator with UAõs Geosciences Department since 

August 2014.  

   

 Looking forward to seeing you all,  

 Helen Serras -Herman, OPLC Program chair  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

                                                                                      

DONATIONS                      

 

 

Al Romey: 12# Agates & Jaspers, book, soldering accessory kit  

Ted Burger: 8 Agate/Jasper spheres and stands, green garnet & aquamarine crystals  

Sheila Powell: Mineral specimens for kidsõ table 

Ted Rupp: Tumbled Stones  Phil Babcock: Assorted Rock 

John Poole: Rock N Gem & Lapidary Journal magazines  

Farooq Hasmi: $500.00 Cash Donation  

Crazy Carl: $25.00 Cash Donation  

 

To donate to OPLC, just see or contact Dennis Murphy at 490 -9188, or Phil Madsen at 398 -5688  

Warren Faidley 

Argyll Amperan 

Matthew Colton 

Sam Erdem 

Martha Erdem 

John Gowell 

Lillian Gowell 

Warren Lazar 

Beverly Ross 

Adolpho Ruvalcaba 

Evelyn Ruvalcaba 

Christian Ruvalcaba 

Bill Walsh 

Christine Walsh 

Vera Sandeylen 

Vicki Entrekin 

Tom Entrekin 

Stephanie Turner 

Pete Turner 

Raymond Gray 

Elizabeth Ivanov 

Maksim Ivanov 

Jonk Kisro 

Kate Labate 

Paul Wright 
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MAY GEMSTONE: EMERALD 

 

 Mayôs birthstone is the fabulous variety of Beryl known as 

Emerald. Beryl forms commonly as simple, prismatic, hexago-

nal crystals, whose prism faces are often vertically striated or 

grooved. It has indistinct cleavage on the basal {0001} plane, and 

conchoidal or uneven fracture. Hardness varies from 7.5 - 8.0 on the 

Mohôs Scale, with relatively-fragile emerald usually coming in closer 

to 7.5. It has a density of roughly 2.7. It has a vitreous luster, is 

transparent to translucent, and large crystals can vary in transparen-

cy. This is especially true with emerald, whose formation happens in 

such violently magmatic conditions as to virtually assure a variety of 

inclusions (emeralds are known for their Jardin, a French word for 

ñGardenò- the mass of inclusions leaves the impression of a painted 

garden landscapeé) 

 As I explained for Aquamarine (another form of beryl) in the 

March issue, the crystal structure of beryl is characterized by sixfold 

rings of [SiO4] tetrahedra that lie on top of each other and thus form endless channels along the c-

axis of the crystal. The rings are linked by [BeO4] tetrahedra and [AlO6] octahedral. In addition to 

the main elements of beryl, minor amounts of Li, Na, or other alkyloid metals can be present (like 

H2O or CO2, they can be accommodated in the channels.) Color is caused by chromophores in the 

form of transition elements, and typically, Chromium (as Cr3+) is responsible for the deep-green in 

emerald. Vanadium may also act as a chromophore, either by itself, or in concert with the Chromi-

um. Though Iron may color beryl green, it is not 

considered an emerald unless the chromophore 

is Chromium or Vanadium (Iron-green beryls 

are simply called ñGreen Berylò or even labeled 

as aquamarinesé) With aquamarines, the crys-

tals are often long; by contrast, pink beryl 

(Morganite) typically assumes short, stubby, 

tabular crystals. Emerald falls in between these 

ranges, with mostly shorter, smaller crystals 

that are very rarely tabular. 

 Most beryl is found in granitic pegma-

tites, but emerald is an exception - it most fre-

quently occurs in mica-schists, or veins and 

cavities in bituminous limestone (like the fa-

mous emerald mines of Muzo, Columbia.) 

 Emerald is found in few places, and im-

portant deposits include Muzo and Chivor, Colum-

bia; Bahia and Goias, Brazil; Pakistan; Afghanistan; and Hiddenite, North Carolina. There are Afri-

can deposits as well, though many of these really only produce green beryl (colored by Fe2+). Fi-

ne, gem-quality emeralds are exceptionally rare, and rank among the most expensive and sought-

after of all gemstones. Those with May birthdays couldnôt be prouder! 

-Written/Compiled by Mike DeMeritt, 2013 

6.84 Carat Fine Gem Emerald 

From the Authorôs Collection 

Emerald Rough from Muzo, Columbia 
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Allen's Treasure House  

Lapidary supplies, minerals, decorative objects, watch batteries, maps, prospecting tools, much more. 

 

 

www.allens-treasure-house.com 

4313 E Grant Road (near Columbus); Tucson AZ 85712; (520) 326-5550; mail@allens-treasure-house.com 

Call for hours. 
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Ad Expires May 2015  

Ad Expires June 2015  

òTHE TREZ SEZéó 

 

 

Donõt forget to renew your mem-

bership, so youõll enjoy uninter-

rupted use of the facilities here 

at our fine club!  

Renewal forms are available at 

the club (try asking a monitor) 

or on the back of this newslet-

ter. Bring your completed forms 

to Wayne Klement, Mark Gibson, 

or any monitor or Board Mem-

ber. Thanks!  

OPLC Members Receive 10% off select merchandise,  

And 3-ounce price break on all silver purchases! 


